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Regolith handling
Microwave processing
Dust mitigation
In-space recycling
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3 Masters interns

33 PEOPLE ESRIC’s current activities include:
• 20 projects or programmes
• 50% in partnership or funded by ESA
• 3 funded by the FNR
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10 tech demonstrations
2 parallel sessions
20 sponsors
190 speakers 
80 posters
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Themes and key takeaways from SRW:

• There is a greater focus on construction, not 
reflected in the number of talks

• Strategic materials such as REEs are present 
in prospecting sessions

• The ESA-funded lunar g parabolic flight 
resulted in a significant amount of scientific 
output; testing of technology in a relevant 
environment is critical

• The legal session, particularly planetary 
protection, created a lot of discussion

• “Consolidate the market”
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ESRIC’s programmes of support

Acceleration
Business in Space Growth 

Network (BSGN)

Incubation
Start-up Support 
Programme (SSP)

Space Resources Challenge
Thematic Challenges



• COMMUNITY ACTIVITIESESA & ESRIC Space Resources Challenge
Innovation-driving challenges
Challenge 1 (2021-2022)
• Theme: Remote prospecting on the Moon
• Field trial: Luxembourg
• Prize: 500k EUR technology development contract with 

ESA and ESRIC 

Challenge 2 (2024-2025)
• Theme: Lunar excavation and beneficiation
• Field trial: LUNA
• Prizes: 

• 500k EUR technology development contract with ESA 
• 250k EUR technology development contract with LSA 

Challenge 3 (2026-2027)
• Theme: Lunar construction
• Field trial: LUNA
• Prizes: 

• TBD



ESRIC Commercialisation

Start-up Support Programme | 26 supported projects

8

SSP1
Generic Open call

SSP2 Summer
Generic Open call

SSP3
Generic Open call

SSP4 Summer
Generic Open call

SSP5
Explora/on 

Technologies

SSP6 Summer
ISRU Technologies 

SSP8
Thematic Call

2023 2024 2026 2027

SSP7 Winter
Thematic Call

2021
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ESRIC Start-up Support Programme

Value Chain of Operations | Applications received

9

Prospecting
24%

Excavation
4%

Refining & 
Processing

10%

Manufacturing
10%Power/Energy

6%

Robotics
25%

Other
21%
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ESRIC Start-up Support Programme
Success stories

Spacebackend recently raised €1.8 million in a pre-seed round led by investors 
including Bynd Venture Capital, Athos Capital and Draper B1 to accelerate its AI-driven 
platform for aerospace hardware integration. 

Climate/Energy-tech startup Radiant (formerly Neamine) raised €2 million in early 2026 
from Hexa and business angels to scale its solar thermal technology for decarbonising 
industrial heat and build its first industrial demonstrator. 

TerraEye (formerly: Four Point) came through an acquisition by Abu Dhabi-based 
International Resource Holding, providing liquidity for early investors and 
enabling the company to scale its AI-driven mineral exploration platform globally. 

Tumi Robotics Space, selected by Luxinnovation for the Fit-4-Start accelerator, secured 
€150,000 in non-dilutive public funding to support the development and scaling of its 
space robotics technology. 



ESRIC’s DTVC

DTVC
2.2m diameter

Expected in 2026

Testing in a relevant environment



Research

Regolith handling 
and beneficiation

Oxygen and 
Metals Production

Water purification 
and capture

Designing for 
the 

Environment

Size classification

Plasma H reduction

H reduction: 1 kg scale

Molten salt electrolysis

Metal production & use Salt reclamation

Vacuum 
Temperature 

Swing 
Adsorption

Dust modelling

Hardware recycling

Size classification 
(field trial)
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We are growing: Join us!

You



Get in touch!
contact@esric.lu

www.esric.luThank you!


